Dear Covenant families,

 

We were a small but mighty group this weekend, and I hope those of you who were on the road enjoyed smooth journeys and renewing visits where ever you chose to be.  Here at church, we took on a difficult passage in Luke that tells the story of three people who give to the church in different ways.  First, there is Barnabas. He sells all his property and presents the proceeds to the apostles for use in the new church community so that all might have their needs met.  In contrast, we meet Ananais and Sapphira. They also sell their land but instead of giving all the proceeds to the church, they hold some back. Then they lie about what they have done. When Peter asks them about their gift, they continue to maintain they gave all they had - and each of them drops down dead.  

 

What a difficult story to hear!  What is the message here - that if we do not give everything to the church we will be struck down? Not surprisingly, this text is not generally chosen during stewardship campaigns!  Looking more closely, we can see, as Beth pointed out in her sermon, that the problem here was not so much the withheld funds but the lie told about them.  While Barnabas acted out of joy and thanksgiving to risk all his worldly possessions for God's work, Ananais and Sapphira acted out of fear or greed, distrust or ego - and that action separated them from their God. While they could have said, "we want to give but are not ready yet," they chose instead to lie.  

 

There is no sin in admitting that you are still a work in progress; you are still practicing "letting go and letting God;" you are still fearful that God's promises will not be enough to keep you warm and fed at night. But imagine what would happen if we could give even a little with the abandon and thanksgiving that Barnabas acted from?  What might God do with even that small piece of who you are?  What might that act of gratitude result in for you and those around you?  This week, let's see what happens when we give just a small thing with joy and thankfulness. I wonder what God will do with it?

 

Blessings and peace,

 

Laura

 


For what does the Lord require of you, but to love justice, and to do kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8 

