	Church of the Covenant 
Intergenerational Mission Trip to Kopperston, WV 

VBS and Rebuilding 

August 7 – 14, 2010 

After-church lunch and report from the mission team
Sunday, September 19
12:30 pm in Fellowship Hall
lunch provided
Come to see the pictures and hear the stories of Covenant's trip to Kopperston WVa

 

 

Look below photos for
Letter from Laura 

Trip Diary from Gloria 
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Those who are going and a couple who want to go.                 New River Rafting - can't work all the time.  

                                                                                            Rev Beth, Gloria, Sabrina, Susan & Perky
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    Rev. Beth and Emma display the cleaned toys.
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                                                             Adding more vertical boards to the deck.
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B Bill is famous for his cooking.                                                          Now that's concentration                            
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Letter from Laura

On August 14, our mission team returned from a wonderful trip to Kopperston, West Virginia.  

Our first morning there, we went out two-by-two to visit local churches and share in their worship.  We all felt so welcomed, it made a great start to our trip.  

On Monday, our group divided into two teams. One group worked on two homes in Hanover, an area that had been flooded twice in only thirteen months.  Hanging trim, building decks, sanding, painting and even using a jack hammer, it was a joy for us to be the team that finished one of the two houses we worked on.  The families we partnered with were so warm and welcoming and it was a privilege to get to know them as we worked to bring them back home.  A second group worked with Early Head Start to prepare classrooms for the new school year that starts on August 18 and to help some early Head Start children in the socialization program.  Two evenings found us hosting three youth and a couple of adults from the community in a dinner and VBS.  Please see our blog for daily details. 

It was a week of deepening in the Spirit and watching how God works through us when we invite him into the equation.  We hope our time will be the start of a new partnership with Kopperston and we look forward to returning next year.  Stay tuned for an upcoming mission lunch where we will share our experiences.  We could not have done it without the support and encouragement of our church home and we are so thankful! Our God is an awesome God!    

Laura 
For what does the Lord require of you, but to love justice, and to do kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8 

 

Trip Diary from Gloria

Mission Trip to West Virginia
Saturday:  The group gathered at Church of the Covenant.  Emma said good-bye to her father, Steve, and brother, Matthew; Sabrina said good-bye to Art and Claudia; and Delaney said good-bye to Mona, Phil, and Kelsey.  Laura bid farewell to Chip, Tristan, Aidan, and Dylan.  Sam and Cindy, who will join us on Friday, were there to cheer us on.  Rebecca with Mike (who joined the picture because he will be here in spirit) were also there. Gloria and Jim’s next door neighbor, John, was there for support, too.  The only one not there was Hop Sing, otherwise known as Bill Greener, head cook.  He found that two chickens were no good, and had to return them. Luckily he soon arrived, and we headed for our first rendezvous--Mrs. Rowe’s (rhymes with “house”) Restaurant. . The highlight of that was the pie, especially the peanut butter chiffon.  The fact that the first line of the menu was “Fried Cat” (second line, “fish”) didn’t deter us.

Next stop was “Tracy’s” where we found only the one-seater men’s room was available.  Signs to direct the men about their “aim” brought giggles to everyone.  

Arrival in Kopperston was the next step, and no one got car sick over the windy road!  We found the number of beds plentiful, and once the building was aired out after two weeks being closed up, a very attractive venue. Gloria thought the showers had hardwood floors until they told her it was linoleum. 

The teens and near-teens and others worked on Sabrina’s flyers advertising a community dinner and bible school on Tuesday and Wednesday.  Donny, a neighbor, stopped by and promised cinnamon rolls and sour-dough bread for a future breakfast.

Hop Sing’s dinner of flank steak, asparagus (with tomatoes from Beth’s garden) salad, and baked potatoes really hit the spot.  

Harry, our leader, and his wife, Wandalene, filled us in on how to be safe and what to expect at our work sites.  We then headed to the sanctuary for the evening service.

Sunday: At Sabrina’s suggestion, we went “two-by-two” to 4 or 5 area churches.  The experience could fill a book. The sermons contained wonderful messages, including those about serving and sharing with others. Everyone found the words to be personally meaningful. The Sunday school lessons at one church included an inspirational message about the Holy Spirit in us and how we can’t just be once a year missionaries, and another church had a “concert prayer” where everyone said their individual prayer at one time, and an altar call plus witness from one woman. In another church the sermon talked of God’s charge for us --his charge to Abraham and the disciples and our own charge.  We were known as “Harry’s Troops” and recognized for the work that has gone on before us and what we will do here. When one of our participants indicated the limited nature of our participation, she replied, “When God’s involved, it’s not a small thing.” 

The afternoon was “free time.” Jim and Bill (Hop Sing) went to the grocery. Some read, a group went to Hanover to check out the houses where we were going to work the next day, Hop Sing worked on the fried chicken, along with helpers to peal potatoes. Some went to McDonalds to see if they could get internet service. (Answer: no) A little before 6:00, Susan, Beth, Pat, Barbara, Sabrina, Emma, and Delaney went to the Baptist church service.  The service lasted two hours and everyone enjoyed the first hour of music.  The difficult part was the loud microphone used by the minister during the second hour. A new experience for many was the concert prayer. The service ended with altar call and anointing. 

After dinner of fried chicken, mashed potatoes, gravy, and green beans we had zucchini strudel baked by Wandalene.  It tasted just like apple strudel and even the girls (who were forced to try a bite) ran to the table for large helpings.
The worship service was again held in the sanctuary and was somewhat short due to the late hour.  At the end we decided to have a concert prayer and everyone participated and it was a moving experience.  Finally, we had “Secret Saints” and everyone was pleased to be remembered and prayed about in Arlington.

Monday: We were asked to be ready to leave at 7:30, so we rose early, ate breakfast, fixed lunches and loaded the cars by 7:30 as planned.  The trip to Hanover was beautiful. When we arrived we met Ginnie Mae and her husband Denver. She showed us numerous photos of the flood, her house, her grandchildren, and the reconstruction.  The women (except Susan) went to the other house, which belonged to Brenda, to prepare a beautiful wooden wall for polyurethane.  Sanding and sinking finishing nails was needed.  Others worked in Ginnie Mae’s house, including Jim who was installing a door jamb and sliced through an electric wire, a new mission trip tradition, as he cut an electrical wire at last year’s site.  By the end of the day, the wire was repaired and the door installed. Bill Murphey and Pat also worked on putting up doors and cutting trim. Susan worked on counter-sinking nails in Ginnie-Mae’s house, while the others were working on hanging doors.

A highlight of the morning was when Dallas (brother of Ginnie Mae’s husband, Denver and also brother to Brenda’s husband recently deceased) brought gifts for all of us. For the two girls, he made “jewelry trees” with pegs for rings, earrings, and necklaces. For the adults, he made miniature crow-bar/nail removers out of copper. We will treasure these gifts.

After lunch a group began to add slats to a railing so that the new grand-baby couldn’t get her head through. Laura cut 80 slats using a miter saw for the first time.  It also required drilling screw holes and then screwing them to the railings, which Mike, Laura, and Sabrina did. Susan, Delaney, and Barbara F. installed the deck slats. Meanwhile, Sus, Perky, Susan, and Delaney worked on putting polyurethane on the mouldings and Gloria and Delaney worked on putting polyurethane on the wooden wall in the bedroom. Susan helped with the trim around the wall and ceiling. (You will have to look at a picture, it is too hard to explain.)  Meanwhile, about mid-morning Brenda, owner of the second house, and her granddaughter, Cassie (age 9) arrived.  Cassie helped Perky by being a shoulder for Perky to climb up on the stool to paint the moulding.  When the blue painter’s tape came down, Cassie used it to first decorate herself, then she and Delaney rolled it into balls for Queen Pinoccio and other “sculptures.”  Cassie’s laughter lightened all our hearts.

When we left, five of us stopped for milk shakes on the way home.  Others came home to get their showers finished early.

Meanwhile, Emma, Margaret, and Beth learned that Head start had been cancelled due to a funeral. Instead, they found they could rent a carpet cleaner and go to another head start center to clean it up.  The center, like the two houses, was in Hanover.  It was previously used as a FEMA office and was “trashed.”  After cleaning the carpets, they sanitized 100s of toys with bleach. Emma liked shampooing the carpet the best and using bleach that smelled so good. The toys were for babies and older kids like stacking rings, art supplies, legos, and a bouncy ball riding toy. 

Bill Hop Sing was driving to Beckley Monday, and in the parking lot,  a woman about 65-70 years old, with a cross around her neck comes up to Bill and says “Isn’t this a glorious day God has made for us.” Afterward, another woman with a cross around her neck asked what he wanted to do, he said make a conference call, but his phone wasn‘t working. She said they sell the part to make the phone work, They both walked around with him while he is shopping, one gives him a Kroger card, he gets her address, and she says that God is with his other people, too.  He goes to buy fish, he wanted trout, but they had salmon. The butcher counted all the salmon he had, and there were exactly 18 pieces, the number we needed! The lady with the phone had him try it first, and then said,  “Look for me again if you come back this way.”

The evening worship included a discussion by Harry about getting along, consideration of others, sticking to projects, and the plans for the next day.  We again shared the Secret Saints goodies and enjoyed them immensely.
Tuesday The day started with biscuits and sausage gravy prepared by Wandalene and Harry.  We again left at 7:30 although Bill Greener and Mike went to play golf with a parishioner that Harry wanted them to play with.

Jim and Denver (the homeowner) installed two doors in about as many hours. Sabrina then joined Jim to take directions to operate the tools to install 4 doorknobs. Pat and Laura worked on moulding for the windows in two bedrooms. 

Bill M., Susan T. and Delaney worked on the deck slats.  Gloria and Barbara F. worked on a frame for the circuit breaker and Gloria painted the finishing nails with white fingernail polish. In other words, she “did nails.” Sus and Perky worked on touching up paint in Brenda’s house, particularly where it peeled off when we removed the tape. 

During lunch, Dallas entertained us by singing Amazing Grace and playing on his harmonica.  Denver did some turkey calls for us.

After lunch, Gloria, Sus, and Barbara put another coat of polyurethane on the wood wall, and Susan and Perky worked on painting.  We started painting the doors, but didn’t finish before time to leave to prepare for the VBS and free dinner.

Brenda returned late--after lunch--because her brother had been in an accident the night before. After 6 stitches he will be okay. Delaney entertained Cassie in the afternoon. Then Brenda and Ginnie Mae went to buy curtain material.

Beth, Margaret, and Emma finally got to attend a head start class.  There were five children to play with. They learned about the teachers and their background. Emma read to the little kids. After lunch they stopped by to see the two houses we were working on and meat all the Lesters.

We returned to the church, where Bill and Mike had returned from golf and  busy cooking 70 pounds of ribs.  Fellowship Hall was decorated with white table clothes, markers to make name tags, games and other items for VBS.  Two adult guests (Glenda from the church that Bill G., Gloria and Margaret attended and Jean from the church that Laura, Pat, and Susan T. visited.)  Also attending were three teenagers (Lana, Vicky, and Tyler) from the neighborhood that Sabrina, Delaney, and Emma had met the night before.

The teens enjoyed games with Bill G., story by Laura, and some singing. The adults visited for a while, and then had a bible lesson given by Beth.

After the guests left, we had our own service with Secret Saints.  Again, everyone really appreciated the prayers and gifts from Church of the Covenant.

Wednesday: The day started with Donny bringing over cinnamon rolls made with sour dough.  They were just of the oven and still warm.  We ate them gratefully. 

Beth, Margaret, and Emma went to help with the Early Head Start the same program (different location) where they went both days. It is for children 0 to 3.  Wednesday there were only two kids, but the teachers needed help cleaning the playground and playground equipment. They washed and scrubbed and cooled off in the house.  They also spent time talking to the teachers, two of whom were Head Start Moms and are now working on their degrees in early child development as well as teaching. In addition, they talked to them about their flood experiences and what it felt like to leave their homes as the waters were licking their doorsteps. After lunch they came back to the work site.  Cassie and Emma became fast friends, and she was invited to join us for dinner and VBS. Beth and Margaret went to measure a closet at the town Library that had been restored by earlier groups. The library needs shelves.

The workers headed off for another day at the Lesters.’ It was supposed to rain by noon, so Jim, Mike, Bill M. and Harry hurried over to the deck to put in the final rail.  Pat and Laura began to work on another door, trimmed two doors and did the crown moulding in one of the bedrooms. 

Meanwhile, Sabrina and Delaney put up drywall in Casey’s closet and trim in the closet, and painted the doors for the closet with polyurethane. Gloria, Sus, and Perky worked on Brenda’s house. They put a second coat of paint on the doors in her bedroom (three doors) and painted three other doors. Then after lunch they put the second coat on all the doors.  They also painted (in colors matching the walls) the doors to the furnace and hot water heater. Gloria sanded a part of the living room with a mysterious splash that turned out to be candle wax under the paint.  Brenda got her hair dryer and  will try to remove the wax with the dryer.  

Meanwhile, the men nearly finished the railing. Because the temperature was unbearably hot with 100% humidity, it was necessary to take numerous water breaks and rest frequently.  Cassie decided to come for dinner in Kopperston. She and Emma had a good time this afternoon at the house.

Right before dinner it started to rain very hard.  Two of the teens from the night before came over for Bill’s delicious Tacos.  They left after dinner, probably because their clothes were soaked from walking over.  Susan and Laura took the teens and pre-teens upstairs to do singing, and the rest scattered.  The plan for tomorrow is to go rafting and zip line, but the rain may change the plans somewhat.

The highlight of the evening was when the singers came down and sang “Country Roads” with Cassie as lead singer and the others as back-up.  After Cassie left, we had our service with Secret Saints.

Thursday: The weather turned out to be perfect.  The two Bills and Mike and Pat went to play golf.  Sus and Jim went to Tamarack Center to look at crafts and pick up light switch plates and other items for Brenda, and the rest of us headed to Beckley for the New River.  Gloria, Susan, Beth, Sabrina and Perky did the rafting and Barbara, Delaney, Emma, and Laura rode the Zip lines above the Tree Canopy.  Everyone had a great time.  Sabrina was washed overboard when we hit a rock and jerked the raft, but she was quickly pulled back in.  At a quiet part, Perky, Sabrina, and Gloria swam and tried to do Sync Swim. Another time Perky and Sabrina body surfed through the rapids.  Beth helped haul them into the raft. At lunch we did raft “surfing” where we went down the rapids, paddled out, back in, out and back in a total of five trips.  The water flooded the boat as we dived down the wave.  Lots of fun!

 
After we all met again, we watched the video and one car went to shop at Tamarack while the other car packed up.  We ate at a local restaurant where the waitress had a darling three-year old who entertained the girls.  We returned and held worship in the Manse living room.  Secret Saints were again passed out and enjoyed.

Friday: Ginnie Mae fixed beans, greens, potatoes, corn bread for us for lunch, so everyone arrived for lunch.  Before lunch, Sus, Emma, and Beth worked on painting Donny’s living room (the man who gave us the cinnamon rolls).  The rest went back to Hanover. Mike and Harry worked on the trench for the well house, in the afternoon; Pat and Laura continued to do poly trim, Delany put mud on the drywall she installed the day before; Gloria and Jim worked in Brenda’s house, Bill M. worked on the porch with Harry and Mike. Sabrina and Bill G. worked on cleaning the Grill.  After lunch, Cassie and the “Cassettes” as we call them, sang Country Roads for the entire family.  Beth had brought Cindy and Sam with her. Sam stayed after lunch to help Margaret make curtains, which she had been doing both Wednesday and all day Thursday and Friday morning.  They worked on Ginnie’Mae’s table. Bill G. and Sabrina left but not before Bill showed us he didn’t deserve the grade he got in shop, because he sanded a door in Brenda 

‘s house, and even though he wanted to leave, he wouldn’t stop until the job was complete!  He had said he wouldn’t work until pigs fly, so Laura gave him a glass flying pig for his effort and raised his grade in shop to a C+.

Dinner was leftovers, but Sam added a delicious corn and tomato salad and Sus cooked up the raw hamburger for more tacos. There were still about 30 pounds of ribs left over after dinner.  We all signed notes for the others in the group so that each of us received one.  We had worship with songs of departure and enthusiastic praise for a week of joy, love, and good times.

The final gifts from the Secret Saints were distributed and we all look forward to finding our own particular Secret Saints over the next few weeks as we return to Church of the Covenant.

 

Our Mission

You can make a difference … Join us for 8 days of work, worship and community building in Kopperston, West Virginia. Located in the heart of West Virginia, this community has suffered greatly from multiple floods.  Our mission will launch two teams to rebuild as needed and to assist the Sunrise Baptist Church in presenting a vacation bible school.  We hope to begin an ongoing partnership with the community in Kopperston so we may grow in faith together.

Tentative Schedule:   

Sat, Aug. 7th             Depart early from church and carpool to Kopperston, WV (6 hrs)   

Sun, Aug. 8                Worship at Sunrise Baptist Church and set up for VBS   

Mon, Aug. 9               Mission projects:  rebuilding and VBS       

   & Tue Aug. 10                   

Wed, Aug. 11             Possible break for rebuilding team; evening VBS

Thu, Aug. 12              Mission projects:  rebuilding and VBS      

   & Fri, Aug. 13     

Sat, Aug. 14th            Depart early for return to Covenant by 6pm 

Optional activity and overnight stay in Beckley on Saturday night, August 14, returning to Covenant on Sunday 
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