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From Susan Tarr, Chairwoman of the Board of Deacons

Now that our church is all dressed up for the Advent Season, you’ll notice a special tree in the lobby to our education wing:  The Giving tree.  Instead of fancy decorations, it displays tags with Christmas wishes from some of the “Helping hands” organizations the Deacons support during the year with your generous monetary contributions.  One of the organizations, doorways for Women and Children, provides shelter and services to women and families who are abused, homeless or otherwise at risk.  On the Giving Tree you will find requests for household items to support these families as they struggle to escape from cycles of violence and homelessness to establish safe, secure and self-sufficient lives. 
Many of you are already familiar with another agency that is represented on our tree:  ASPAN (Arlington Street People’s Assistance Network).  If you’ve helped out with Covenant’s monthly bagged lunches for the homeless, you have worked for ASPAN.  This Christmas, ASPAN is looking for warm mittens, gloves, hats and other warm clothing for their mostly male clientele.  

There aren’t any frivolous gifts under this tree; every item is needed and will be well-used.  And there is a range of suggestions to fit every budget.  If you find an appealing item that you cannot afford to purchase, find another member of Covenant to share the cost.

So, check out the tags on the Giving Tree and find a gift you would like to contribute.  Bring all gifts, unwrapped with tags showing and set them under the tree before Jan. 10.  Deacons will deliver them to the recipients.  They may not be pretty, but they will be appreciated as much as the most gorgeous package you wrap this Christmas.











