Dear Covenant families,

 

I so enjoyed being back with your children on Sunday. I have missed them!  

 

This week, I decided to share one of my favorite stories - Jonah, the backward prophet.  The Godly Play retelling of the story is built around a series of statements about what prophets do and are and how Jonah usually acts in the opposite manner. I think the children love Jonah because he is disobedient; he sulks; he talks back to God. I love Jonah because he is so human.  He runs from God, but, in the end, he has not choice but to follow God's call.  

 

I wonder how much time we waste running in the opposite direction when God calls us to act?  Jonah's story begins, "Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah..."  Certainly, the word of the Lord has come to me, and like Jonah, I have high tailed it for the nearest metaphorical ship to Tarshish. The thing is, even if you make it all the way to Tarshish without being thrown over board to be swallowed by a whale, the word follows you to that new destination. My experience is that there is no mistaking, or escaping, God's call. You know it when you hear it and try as you might you are going to end up following it one way or the other. 

 

I wonder what would happen if we all made an effort this week to listen for the word of the Lord and, despite our human impulse to flee, tried to obey. I wonder what God is asking you to be or do?  Be patient? Reach out to a neighbor? Set aside your own desires to acheive a higher goal? Step outside your comfort zone to be God's hands and feet in the world? What is the word of the Lord that is coming to you?

 

Let us go out into the world and see...

 

Blessings and joy!

 

Laura

 

 

 


For what does the Lord require of you, but to love justice, and to do kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8 

