Dear Covenant families,

 

Last night as I was preparing to lead a prayer group, I came across a short piece by Brennan Manning called "Boldness," based on Hebrews 4:16 (Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need). Manning reflects on the boldness required to ask God for what our hearts really desire and the often parallel need to drop something we use for earthly security in order to receive what God intends for us.  As I watch my children transitioning to a new year and struggling to various degrees with the change, I can see that they are doing exactly this. One is forced to drop the security of last year's beloved teacher, another must leave behind the comfort of preschool and lots of time with Mom, a third is contending with the loss of a friend and the resultant social hole that needs to be filled.  In each case as the security blanket drops away, room is made for new and wonderful transformation, but it takes boldness to go forward. It takes confidence and faith to believe that the changes will be good.  

 

As Tristan and I visited his new classroom last week, we noticed that a new child had been assigned the seat next to him.  When we talked about that later, I told Tristan I had been praying for God to send him a new friend, and I wondered out loud if his deskmate might be that person.  On the first day of school, Tristan came home and when I asked about Nithin, the new child, Tristan said, "Mom, I think he's the one."  "What do you mean?" I replied.  Tristan answered, "I think he is the one God sent for me."

 

I wonder what gifts God has in store for you? I wonder what would happen if we all boldly stepped out into the new year and asked God for what we really wanted?  What would happen if we dropped our security blankets and trusted that God will answer our prayers? How might we change our families, transform our communities and become ever more the people God created us to be?

 

Wishing you many blessings at the start of this new year. You and your children remain in my prayers.

 

With joy,

 

Laura 


For what does the Lord require of you, but to love justice, and to do kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8 

