Dear Covenant families,

 

This week, we launched our new service, The Haven 2.4.  It was so exciting to welcome 23 people to our narthex for music, theological reflection and prayer, all accompanied by croissants and coffee.  We focused on what it meant to love God and to love our neighbor, what that looked like practically speaking and whether you could do one without the other.  Someone told me today, they were pleasantly surprised to hear laughter coming from our service not once but twice during the course of the fifteen minutes she sat outside the door.  Who knew you could laugh in worship?  Did we actually experience some joy?  Yes, we did!

 

I wonder what your answers are to the questions we posed.  Our culture often values self reliance above all else and loving our neighbor often takes the form of checks written or prayers said quietly in private.  What would happen if we became more active about loving our neighbor? What if this week, we all made some active response to a neighbor in need? Maybe you dig deep for a smile instead of a frown and look beyond something that is annoying you for the need that caused the behavior. Maybe you make a call to someone you know is lonely. Maybe you take on a job usually done by someone else whom you know is tired and needs a break. I don't know what loving your neighbor will look like for you, but I do believe that we are offered countless opportunities to live that commandment every day. What would happen if we really did it? How might God use us to transform the world?

 

Blessings,

 

Laura


 

 

For what does the Lord require of you, but to love justice, and to do kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8 

