Dear Covenant families,
First, I want to thank Ginny and Chip Vance for stepping up so beautifully this weekend to teach our re:form class for me while I was with Tristan in the hospital. I feel so blessed to have a team of volunteers that can and will step in so quickly in my absence and I am sure the children had a wonderful time. I know many of you have been asking about Tristan, so I want to offer you a quick update. He is currently at home and feeling good. However, we have no answers as to why he is having these episodes of severe pain and where the infection is that has caused his white blood count to be so high. He is seeing another doctor tomorrow and we are praying that he remains well. The best outcome here may be that he simply gets better and we never understand what happened.
In the meantime, we have had ample opportunity to explore that age old question, why do bad things happen to good people. As I am sure you have all experienced, it is heartbreaking to watch your child suffer and be powerless to fix anything. I would have traded places with Tristan in a heartbeat if I could, but that is not the nature of our life together. One of the privileges of being a parent is having the opportunity to watch a piece of your heart walking around in someone else's body. Such a bond brings joy and pain both and I have felt the whole spectrum of those emotions this week. I have also been surprised by a deep and abiding peace rooted quietly at the bottom of this experience. As you can imagine, just the thought of being in a hospital with another loved one left me exhausted following my sister's death, but in the midst of facing what I felt I could not find the strength to support, the Holy Spirit stepped in. I know that this is where God's presence is the strongest and often find that even if I do not recognize it at the time, upon looking back, I can clearly see where God has held me up and carried me forward. This experience has been no different. I am so thankful for a God who reaches out to hold me up when I am sure I am about to fall. That love truly does surround me and comfort me in a way that makes all things bearable and reminds me of the joy of resting in God's presence at all times and under all circumstances. 

This week, I pray that you too will be reminded of the nurturing all-encompassing love God offers each of us in all the avenues of our lives; and that you may feel the peace of God surrounding you.
Blessings, 

Laura

For what does the Lord require of you, but to love justice, and to do kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8

