Dear Covenant families,

 

I hope you all enjoyed a restful and renewing long weekend.  I have just returned from a wonderful few days in Vermont visiting my sister.  One of my favorite moments from our trip was the flight we took yesterday morning in my brother-in-law, Mike's, four passenger plane. He piloted us out over Lake Champlain to a tiny airport in Glen Falls, New York where we enjoyed breakfast before flying home again.  There is nothing quite like floating above the earth with colorful mountains spread out below, a deep blue lake on one side and another set of mountains beyond.  Up close, those fall colors are radiant displays of individual trees and branches and leaves, but from above, one sees a tapestry of green and brown and gold and red.  Each view is made of exactly the same elements but looks completely different.  

 

As I gazed out over the mountains, and sent a prayer of thanksgiving up to the God who created that view, I thought about what a difference a new perspective makes when considering any aspect of our lives.  God invites us into a relationship with Him that allows us to turn things upside down and think about things from new perspectives with new values.  Quite often, our culture tells us one thing about how to view the world and Jesus teaches us another. Think about the beatitudes: blessed are the meek, the poor,the hungry, the peacemakeres, those who mourn... Sometimes it is hard to see the blessing in any given situation, but I am a firm beleiver that the Holy Spirit's presence can bless us in any circumstance, we just have to make sure we do not miss the forest for the trees. This week, I invite you to ask God to give you a new perspective on something that challenges you. Sometimes, just taking a step back and looking at things from a new place teaches us all we need to know about how to proceed or even how to just hang on.  I wonder what God will teach us this week if we just ask him?

 

Blessings,

 

Laura 

 


For what does the Lord require of you, but to love justice, and to do kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8 

