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Dear Covenant families,

 

As I write this to you, two of my three children are already home, Chip and Tristan are on their way and my mother is ensconced in my living room.  I have much to be thankful for!  This Sunday, Ed Dillery spoke to us about being thankful in adversity. What a wonderful time to count our blessings and try to notice where God is in our midst, even, and maybe especially, when times are difficult.  Certainly, we have all experienced seasons in life when our existence seems mostly to be about getting through. Joy might feel beyond us and being reminded that God is with us just becomes annoying.  God does not feel with us - He feels far away and we resent that.  I loved Ed's sermon because he talked about how, in the middle of the night, when things seemed really bad, he would start to pray and before he was done, he would realize that he was thanking God for the many good things about his life.  As difficult as it sometimes is to feel God's presence in adversity, my own experience is that just opening ourselves to the possibility that God remains with us is enough for the Holy Spirit to shine through.  I believe the more we practice turning to God in times of stress, the easier it becomes to feel God's sustaining presence and become rooted in the joy inherent in that.  Sometimes, we ourselves are the instruments of God's presence. Especially during holiday times when many can feel lonely and depressed, we can reach out to those around us to welcome them into our circles of celebration.  I wonder who God might be inviting you to reach out to this holiday season.  With whom can you be present as a sign of God's love in the midst of adversity?

 

I wish you all the many blessings of our loving God this Thanksgiving week. Certainly, I am thankful for all of you who make up our wonderful and rich faith community at Covenant.

 

Blessings,

 

Laura


For what does the Lord require of you, but to love justice, and to do kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8 
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