Dear Covenant Families,

 

This week in Godly Play, we joined our two classes to ponder the Ten Best Ways to Live, delving into the story of Moses' climb up Mount Sinai to receive the Ten Commandments God gave to God's people. What a wonderful time we had wondering about the Ten Best Ways - which ones were most important, which ones we could live without, which ones were especially for each of us right now.   So often, many of us hear the commandments and all those "Nos" as edicts from the angry, vengeful God of judgment we meet so often in the Old Testament stories, but I wonder if there is another way to look at it.  

 

As parents, we make rules for our children - they might receive them as terribly burdensome restrictions on their freedom, but we know that we are making those rules to keep our children safe, to teach them how to make good choices, to encourage compassion and respect, and to give them the needed boundaries to help them grow.  I believe the Ten Commandments come to us in that same spirit as a gift for God's beloved children.  Some of those commandments are hard to keep: how often do you really get a sabbath day? But they are meant to give us the best ways to create God's kingdom here, to stay connected to our Creator and to truly love our neighbors as ourselves.  

 

In Godly Play, we remind the children, God did not give us the Ten Easy Ways to Live - he gave us the Ten Best Ways. They are hard to keep - maybe even impossible, but we need to try anyway.  Each commandment has a purpose - to keep us close to God, to help us love each other, to remind us that God loves us. I wonder which one God yearns for you to remember today?

 

Blessings,

 

Laura


For what does the Lord require of you, but to love justice, and to do kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8 

