Dear Covenant families,
First of all, thanks to all who participated in our recent mission car wash and bake sale. Many hands make light work and your efforts both before - to announce, conduct sign-ups, create posters and bake - and during, to wash cars and sell goodies, helped us earn more than $1,000. I look forward to reporting back to you later in the summer about where that money went and whose homes it helped to rebuild. This definitely qualifies as a case where "it takes a village" and our success in mission stems from the support our team receives from the full community behind it.
One way we continue to strengthen our ties to one another in community is through prayer. Much is happening at Church of the Covenant these days around this topic. Our deacons have started the prayer chain of which I hope you are all aware, both as a resource for your own support and as a place where you can reach out to others in our faith community. Our children are experiencing different ways to pray and talk to God during Sunday School.  Beth continues her sermon series on the Lord's Prayer and our Haven services will spend three Sundays exploring different aspects of prayer.
This past Sunday, Susan Tarr and I led a special Prayer in Motion service for Haven 2.4. We created a prayer path in our sanctuary and invited people to spend some time slowing down and journeying through the space, drawing closer to the center and then transitioning back out into the wider community. I was struck by one person's comment that being in the sanctuary like that really felt like a true sanctuary - the quiet and peace drew her into God's presence. During this time of increasing busy-ness, I invite you to take a half hour out and drop by the church to take your own prayer walk. The path will remain set up for a few weeks. Just turn on the music at the front of the church, light the candle, take off your shoes and see where the Holy Spirit will take you. 
Often those times when we are most unable to cram one more thing into our schedule are exactly those times when we most need to add that one more thing - Sabbath time and sacred space - into the mix. This week, I invite you to look for that tiny opportunity to squeeze in some slowed down, quiet time with God. You might be surprised by what it will bring you.
Blessings,

Laura


For what does the Lord require of you, but to love justice, and to do kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8 

