Dear Covenant Families,

 

This week, I have been reading Madeleine L'Engle's book A Wrinkle in Time aloud to Tristan. If you don't remember it, it is a wonderful story of the usual epic battle between good and evil. In the end, the young protaganist, Meg, who is also the only "ordinary" one in the group, becomes the only one who can defeat the evil. She does so out of her own weakness, using only the powerful love she has for her family.  Her care and concern literally call her brother back to her from a place where he has been trapped by a dark and seemingly omnipotent power.  For all their greater intelligence, higher understanding and better communication skills, the other people in the book cannot rescue Charles Wallace. Only Meg could save the day because she was the only one in possession of a love so great it could drive back the evil and call her brother home.  

 

I love that image of a love that calls us home.  As we begin our Lenten journey and make our way to Jerusalem to confront sorrow at the foot of a cross and joy at the mouth of a cave, God calls us back to himself.  Lent means Spring with all that implies about new growth, rebirth, renewal and transformation.  When I have experienced what I always think of as a "good Lent" it is one that culminates in a great burst of joy on Easter day. I have yet to find the secret formula for how to create this good Lent; the ingredients required seem to change each year and sometimes remain elusive despite my best efforts, but I know that usually it requires equal parts darkness, quiet listening, reaching beyond myself, and awareness - awareness of the love that is calling me home.

 

This Lent, I invite you to find a tiny block of time each day to prepare in your own way for the culminating expression of God's love that calls us all home.

 

Blessings,

 

Laura

 


For what does the Lord require of you, but to love justice, and to do kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Mic 

