Dear Covenant families,

 

This weekend in our Haven service, we are dealing with questions about doubt.  My own experience is that doubt plays an important role in pushing my faith deeper, growing it stronger.  Every time I doubt, I discover that even in the midst of that uncertainty, God remains present.  Our God is much bigger than our human doubts. Despite what we might feel to the contrary, doubting is not heresy - most of us doubt, we just don't talk about it much.  

 

I am in a phase of doubt myself right now.  As most of you know, my sister, Holly, is struggling with metastasized breast cancer.  We do not know how long she has left, but we do know it will not be the 40 or so years we all assumed she would have.  Our family spent the last five days with Holly and I struggled to find God in our time. I am angry that Holly is dying, angry that my children are losing a beloved aunt and I am losing my best friend. It is not fair or right and there is absolutely nothing to be done about it and no one to direct my anger at.  Where, I ask, as I know many of you have at various times, where is God in all this?  The answer, I keep finding, is that God in these situations just IS.  The Holy Spirit remains present, standing in those places of pain and hurt and just being present.  My doubt about God's presence is really about the hurt I feel about Holly's illness, a hurt that runs deep enough to separate me from the only perfect source of support at such a time. The trick is finding ways to stay connected even when I am paralyzed by loss.  And that is where our faith community comes in.  God reaches out to me through each of you. I see God in the warm smile of a friend who greets me at the door of Fellowship Hall. I feel God in the embrace of a friend who offers no words, just that physical touch. I hear God in the laughter of a child I am helping at school. It is not much, but then again, it is everything.

 

I wish for you this week, the living presence of our God in your days.

 

Blessings,

 

Laura


For what does the Lord require of you, but to love justice, and to do kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8 

