Dear Covenant families,

 

This weekend, I had the pleasure of attending a workshop led by Mark Labberton based on his recent book "The Dangerous Act of Loving Your Neighbor."  Mark is an engaging speaker who also happens to be a professor of preaching at Fuller Seminary and he regaled us with some very funny stories, punctuated by his willingness to laugh at himself and the frequent acknowledgement of his imperfections.  Many of his comments resonated with me but I want to focus on just one of those today.

 

Mark told a story about a flight he took during the final period of proofing his manuscript for the Loving Your Neighbor book.  On this occasion, he was seated next to a rather nosy woman to whom he had no interest in talking. However, she persisted in asking him questions: was that a book, was he the author, what was the title and, finally, was the work fact or fiction?  Of course Mark answered that the book was fact but the whole conversation made him think: are we a church that really lives out what it means to love our neighbor or do we just give lip service to the idea but don't do the hard work of mending fences, loving the "unlovable" and reaching out to our enemies.  Maybe, thought Mark, this book really is fiction.  

 

Today, I invite you to think about that.  It is easy to love those who are like us, or who are close to us, or who are kind to us, but what about the people who have hurt us deeply, what about those who are difficult to be around, what about those we don't understand or respect? Mark's point was that loving these people takes a deliberate act of reaching out with an open heart, listening ears and suspended judgment. We have no idea what others are really facing in their lives and may judge their behavior harshly because we have no context for it. Perhaps that nasty man hitting on all the women who pass him at the airport is just miserable because today should have been his wedding day but his pregnant fiance died last month in a car crash (true story Mark related to us)... The thing is, we never know unless we take the time to ask a few questions and listen deeply to the answers.  I am wondering today who I need to listen to more, what fences I need to mend, what old hurts I need to let go of in order to make sure that the faith I represent is truly a work of fact not fiction.  And I wonder, what is God calling you to do?

 

Blessings,

 

Laura

 

 


For what does the Lord require of you, but to love justice, and to do kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8 

