Dear Covenant families,

 

What a wonderful service we had on Sunday with the visit by members of the Casa Chirilagua faith community in Arlandria.  Their inspiring story made me think about what I am actively doing to engage the people who live in my nieghborhood and I decided the answer was - not enough!  Casa Chirilagua began with three women who felt called to move into a Hispanic community and live out their faith in that place by simply coming alongside their neighbors, listening to their stories, learning about their lives and finally earning the right to love and work with them.  The first small community of three has now grown to nine and together they are offering an after school program every day for those in Kindergarten through fifth grade. Their ministry includes not only this mentoring of the children but also a women's bible study and lots of time to be in community with their neighbors.  Such radical hospitality has roots in the early church when new communities of Followers of Jesus shared all their resources, living together, serving each other and following Jesus' command to lead by serving. 

 

These days it is too easy to come and go from our homes and never take the time to invite our neighbors in, to listen to their stories and to get to know them.  When was the last time you invited your neighbors over for dinner?  This weekend, our son Aidan decided he would like to make some salmon soup from scratch and asked if he could invite his friend Ryan from down the street to help out.  In the end, we invited the whole family to come and share the meal that Aidan and Ryan had cooked together.  While only Ryan's little brother joined us, we learned that his parents were expecting a one year old later that day whom they were going to care for overnight so her parents could get a much needed break.  Without realizing it, we in turn gave Ryan's parents a couple of hours of quiet time to prepare for having that baby. While they did not break bread with us, I felt we had still given them what they needed at that moment - and all because of a bowl of soup.  I wonder what would happen if we were more intentional about reaching out to those around us?  How might our communities be transformed?  This summer, let's do a little more inviting and listening and learning and see where God takes us.

 

Blessings and peace to you,

 

Laura

 

PS This weekend, we have a wonderful opportunity to invite our neighbors to be in community with us as we celebrate the 4th of July holiday with our community BBQ.  I hope you will come and bring your friends, 6pm to dusk.  The church will provide the hotdogs, hamburgers, chicken and drinks. We are hoping our members will bring side dishes. We ask our friends to bring only themselves - don't worry about food, come enjoy a meal with your neighbors and then continue on to your preferred firework venue or other celebration.

 


For what does the Lord require of you, but to love justice, and to do kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8 

