Dear Covenant families,

 

I hope you are all keeping cool on this sweltering day. I enjoyed seeing some of you at our 4th of July picnic on Sunday. We had a great time playing games, doing scavenger hunts and even meeting some new neighbors!  I know many of you were on the road and we have been keeping you in our prayers.

 

This week, I have been thinking about what it means to live out our faith. How do we let our relationship with our Creator impact our behaviors and choices, our values and commitments, beyond our attendance at Sunday morning worship? Maybe you have heard the question going around, "If Christianity were illegal, would there be enough evidence to convict you?"  We are so blessed here to live in a country where we can mainly choose our faith tradition without fear of bodily harm, but I wonder if that makes it easier for us to discount its importance in our lives.  Just today, I was talking to someone about how difficult it was to even refer to her faith in her social setting without being judged and found lacking. Even in our free and open society, we pay a price for expressing our beliefs and many of us respond by remaining silent.  For the last several years, my goal has been to make sure there is enough evidence to convict me, and what a difference that makes in my life.  When I ask God to show me the way, to provide opportunities for me to share my stories about how God's love transforms me, to take over when I cannot do what I feel God is asking me to do, God always responds.  It amazes me how rich and wonderful life can be, even in the most challenging times, when I ask God to take the lead.

 

This week, I invite you to ask yourself that question, "Is there enough evidence to convict you?" And then take the plunge and see if you cannot create a whole book of incriminating acts. I wonder what God would do with that!

 

Blessings and peace,

 

Laura

 

 


For what does the Lord require of you, but to love justice, and to do kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8 

