Dear Covenant Families,

This Sunday, Beth returned to a much enjoyed summer sermon format - Talk Back to the Preacher.  These sermons have developed into wonderful discussions of scripture passages during which we collectively share our experiences and points of view. Often our ponderings yield much richness in return for our willingness to reflect aloud with our neighbors.  This week, as part of our Psummer of Psinging the Psalms, we considered Psalm 91.  It begins, "You who live in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in the shadow of the Almighty, will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust.”  Take a moment to read it if you can - it is full of wonderful images and some familiar passages.

 

One of these familiar parts was quoted by the devil during Jesus' temptations in the desert following his baptism. Satan challenges Jesus to throw himself off the temple, saying  "For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways. On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone." Jesus refuses to jump saying you must not test the Lord. On Sunday, we spent some time wondering why else he might have decided not to do it. When do you decide to give up and jump with the faith that God will save you and when do you take responsibility for maintaining your faith and believing that everything will work out, not asking God to hold you up but instead relying on the gifts he gave you to save yourself?  In other words, what does it look like to stay safe? When do you walk away and when do you perservere? How do you decide? How do you live in the shelter of the Most High and abide in the shadow of the Almighty?  Is it as simple as inviting God into the situation?

 

I wonder what will that look like in your house this week.

 

Grace and peace to you,

 

Laura

 


For what does the Lord require of you, but to love justice, and to do kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8 

