Dear Covenant families,

 

This week, as our Tuesday morning Bible Study group finishes our reading of the Beatitudes, I have been thinking about something James Howell quoted from Stanley Hauerwas in our study guide: ".. For the beatitudes are not general recommendations for just anyone but, rather, descriptions of those who have been washed by the blood of the Lamb."  What really struck me this time about this idea was how relieved I felt that perhaps the beatitudes were not some attitude I needed to achieve on my own, but rather a gift God would bestow upon me as a result of my invitation for Him to become the focus of my life.  

 

I wonder if you have noticed what I have - that the closer you get to God the more the fruits of the spirit grow in you until one day you realize, for instance, that you are much more loving and patient than you used to be. I believe that one of the greatest gifts we receive when we pass through the difficult times in life is the chance to let God hold us close and carry us through and the resultant fruits of the spirit that become ours.  Fruits that grow in us precisely because we gave up trying to go it alone and "cope," but finally surrendered ourselves to God, crying out for his sustaining Spirit to come to us. In letting go, I have found that I gain far more than I give up.  For me this has often meant peace found in chaos, gentleness born on the heals of anger, patience grown in impatient places.

 

Life can be filled with sorrows, but my experience is that the God I believe in will hold on tightly to me, surround me with the sustaining Spirit and offer me redemption and boundless love.  I believe in one God, the Father almighty.  I wonder what would happen if I always let him direct my steps.

 

Blessings to you this week. May God's peace surround you as you do your work.

 

Laura


For what does the Lord require of you, but to love justice, and to do kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8 

