Dear Covenant families,
By now, most of you have heard the news that Chip and the boys and I are preparing to head 'down under' for a year in Australia and I have given my notice at Church of the Covenant. It has been such a joy working with your children these last few years. Serving among you has allowed me to grow in my ministry and learn more about what God is calling me to do. This opportunity for Chip coincides with my own feeling that the time has come for me to move forward in my discernment process towards ordained ministry. I will be applying to seminary and listening for God's leading as I prepare our house and family for the move this summer. My last Sunday with you will be February 26.
In light of this change, our parent meeting this Sunday, January 29th at 9:30 will be an important time for us to talk together about the transition and what we want for our children. I know a couple of parents cannot be there this weekend. We are in the process of determining a second time for those who cannot attend to catch up on what we have discussed. Right now, I think that time will be Sunday, February 5 following the service. I will keep you posted as things develop.

We are blessed with a wonderful teaching team and I expect the children will continue to be fed and encouraged in their faith through the efforts of Hille, Jane, Sam, Cindy, Karen, Libby and Chip. We are also thankful that Margie Kelleher has stepped up to help fill the void for the middle age group of children. With Chip Vance already in place to continue teaching, I am confident the group will be well cared for.

I encourage you to come to me with any questions or concerns you have as I plan my departure. Times of change can be uncomfortable, but my own experience is that God often fills them also with bountiful riches. 
Grace and peace,

Laura
For what does the Lord require of you, but to love justice, and to do kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8

