Dear Covenant families,

 

As I was praying about what I should write to you this week, I was struck by a recurring theme in my experiences of recent days - the idea that often we are faced with situations where the only thing we can do is be present to each other.  In a world where we value action highly, sometimes we fail to recognize how important just being with one another can be.  Our guest preacher, Harry Drake, touched on this on Sunday when he noted how important it was to spend time just talking with the families who have invited us into their homes during times of great need.  I encountered this idea again as I listened to my sister, Holly tell me about the latest pain in her body and the oncologist's worry that her liver might now be involved.  And again, I arrived at a friend's house just after she had received some very sad news and found that all I could do was simply be with her.

 

The ministry of presence is one we can all carry out no matter our age or gifts or wisdom.  I remember Aidan, at three years old, getting out of bed to come downstairs and sit with me as I cried for my father who was dying across the country. His warm little body and loving presence brought me a comfort I will probably never be able to express properly to him.  Each of us has the gift to offer our physical presence to those around us when times are rough.  I wonder where your presence might be needed this week.  I wonder how our community might grow and strengthen if we remembered how much we have to give just by being there and then we sought out those who needed to feel that companionship and quietly slipped alongside them to walk a little way in their shoes.

 

This week, I wish you the blessing of a person who needs your presence that together you may feel the overflowing love of our great God.

 

Blessings,

 

Laura

 

 


For what does the Lord require of you, but to love justice, and to do kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8 

