Dear Covenant families,

 

This Sunday, we continued to study the Apostles Creed, focusing our attention on the phrase, "he ascended into heaven and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he shall come to judge the living and the dead."  As we wrestle with the reality of a God who notices what we do and holds us accountable when we fall short, we have the chance to embrace a life where choices matter. Certainly, the idea of being judged and found wanting may not be appealing; however, as we say in Godly Play, there is always the other side.  Just as God will discern when we make wrong choices, our Creator also takes note when we make choices that give life to others.  

 

As parents, we start from the earliest time teaching our children to say please and thank you. Sometimes, we may despair of ever making progress as we witness our children bickering and being unkind, but just as suddenly we can be surprised by what they have taken in. Last week, Chip and I were summoned to an assembly at Tristan's school - apparently, he was winning an award. Imagine our joy in hearing Tristan's name called for something called Helping Hands. When asked to describe the award, a student in the assembly told the crowd the honor was given to someone who was "caught" doing the right thing, repeatedly, even when they thought no one was looking.  There were other awards given out that afternoon, including some presitigious academic awards, but Chip and I could not have been prouder of our Tristan. To know that he was making good and kind choices for no reason other than because he knew it was right brought great joy to our hearts.  Sometimes, we may feel we are making an uphill climb trying to teach our children to hold fast to what is good, but every once in a while, we receive a glimpes of the people they are going to become - children of a God who cares what choices we make and gives us stories and examples of present day saints to help us learn how to make life giving choices every chance we get.  I wonder what each of us can do today to be an example for our children of what it looks like to make good, life-giving choices.

 

Blessings,
 

Laura
 

 


For what does the Lord require of you, but to love justice, and to do kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8 

