Dear Covenant families,

During this season of joy, there are always among us those for whom Christmas does not bring happiness and celebration but rather an intensification of loss and grief. I wondered this year whether I would count myself among this number. The loss of my beloved sister has left a huge gap and certainly there are days when I do feel mostly her absence; however, as I was thinking about Holly this week I decided that the best way to honor her memory was to cling closely to the promise of our incarnate God that she herself so strongly believed in. 

Last month, when I attended my continuing education seminar I was astonished to find in the class the rector of Holly’s church, come all the way from Vermont. We spent a wonderful three days together, among other things remembering my sister and all the quiet and courageous ways she had contributed to the spiritual life of her church. It was so comforting to hear that Holly’s words and actions continue to live on. A testimony she gave last year has been repeated in a couple of sermons and some stewardship campaign moments for mission. People continue to speak of how she touched them and played a part in the transforming power of God in their lives.

I believe we all play a part in our God becoming incarnate and dwelling among us. To the extent that Holly reflected back the love she received from God, she became one of those who served the “least of these…” This year, my commitment to Holly, to myself and to my God is to remain as open as possible to God’s desire and call for me to be part of living out a tiny bit of what it means that our God became incarnate and dwelt among us – that we may sustain each other in the belief in our God, until He comes again.

Christmas blessings to all of you,

Laura

For what does the Lord require of you, but to love justice, and to do kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8

