Dear families,

This Sunday, we lit the third candle on our Advent wreath - the joy candle. Amidst all that serious purple, we took a Sunday to focus on a bright spot of pink and remember the joy the shepherds encountered in the angels' song that first Christmas night.  In her sermon, Beth challenged us all to pay attention this week to where God offers us a touch of joy.  All too often, we move so quickly through our lives that we miss the small gifts our God creates for us.  I wonder what God has in store for each of us this week if we can but slow down and watch for the abounding grace and love God offers.

For me, it is often the small, surprising things that bring me that sudden upwelling of joy that I know heralds the arrival of the Holy Spirit.  Some days, I miss that signal because I am moving too fast to feel the light touch of God's hand, but I know it is there.  This week, I invite you to consciously slow down and wait for God to catch you. This is one game of tag you might want to lose - being "it" could be the very best part of your day!

Blessings,

Laura

For what does the Lord require of you, but to love justice, and to do kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8
