Dear Covenant families,

It seems the summer has flown by. I hope you found rest and renewal amid the swiftly moving weeks. I am looking forward to seeing everyone again. Please join us with your backpacks and briefcases this Sunday, September 4 for a child friendly service including a small drama in which your children are welcome to take part. We want to reconnect with them and offer a blessing as they begin their new school year. (Parents: bring your briefcases too - who couldn't benefit from a little extra prayer?!)
As we look ahead to the new program year, I want to let you know, in summary, about some exciting changes we have made. Full details will be in your Covenant Call, but I wanted to offer a preview for you here.
In response to our many and varied conversations with all of you, the Christian Formation team has devised a new mix of mission, worship, teaching and play to nurture the lives of our youngest members. The general schedule is as follows: first Sunday of the month - 10am, Hands on mission for children of all ages; second, fourth and fifth Sundays 10am - Godly Play for 3-6 year olds, re:form curriculum for 8-12 year olds, TBD for confirmation class graduates; third Sunday, 10am: Godly Play for 3-6 year olds, Kid's worship for 8-12 year olds, TBD for confirmation class graduates, 11:15 worship/nursery for 3-6 year olds, Kid's Play Time (a better name to be devised by the children!) for children 8 and up in Fellowship Hall.
I realize this may sound confusing at first, but I think we will quickly get into the rhythm of it. We are still assembling the teaching, worship and play teams for the 8-12 year olds and welcome your help, particularly for the mission and play (first and third) Sundays. 
Finally, in an effort to respect the significant time commitment made by our teachers, we ask that you let us know if you will be absent from church. Of course, illnesses and other unexpected events arise over which you have no control, but to the extent that you know your schedule ahead of time, we would like to have that information as well. This will allow us to decide whether to postpone a class on a given Sunday if too many children will be absent. To this end, can you bring your calendars on Rally Day, September 11, so that we may meet briefly following the Moringa Tree program (around 11am) before the worship service to compare schedules.
One of the blessings of our small cohort of children is that we can focus on the relationships we form with them in the context of a practicing faith community. We believe that these connections will bear more fruit for meaningful Christian formation than any particular curriculum or program alone could hope to achieve. For this reason too, we encourage you to partner with us to make regular Sunday attendance an important part of your week. And, as always, please continue to give us your feedback about what is working and what is not. 
Peace and grace,

Laura


For what does the Lord require of you, but to love justice, and to do kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8 

