Dear Covenant families,

 

Today, I have been thinking about joy. My experience is that when God wants to get my attention, I often find that similar ideas are emerging from several different areas of my life, each one serving to further bolster a central concept that I am meant to be paying attention to. This week, what has converged for me is God's deep desire to shine the joy He has for each of us into the everyday events of our lives.  

 

Just this morning, I got a call from my little sister, Amy, sharing some really wonderful and exciting news with me.  Of course, the first thing I asked her was, 'you're not calling to give me bad news are you?" because lately Amy, my mother and I seem to be trading endless calls to report the latest discouraging news about my older sister, Holly.  This context just served to highlight for me that no matter how challenging things may be at any given time, there are also new joys erupting in our lives. Amy's call to me was even more joyful because it was about future hope in the context of the loss we are facing.  I could feel in the aftermath of that phone call, the comforting hand of God, reminding me that there are new beginnings and life even in the midst of endings and death.  

 

When I arrived a couple hours later at the Tuesday morning Bible study, I found myself again immersed in a conversation about joy - the joy of the resurrection. We spent some time thinking about where we had recently felt an echo of the triumphant victory of life over death that is the center of our faith.  I see it in the new bumps forming on the radically trimmed bush outside my kitchen window where new life is literally about to explode.  I hear it in my sister's voice as she tells about the new work she is going to do.  I notice it in the comforting presence of the Holy Spirit as I drive to work. 

 

I think God's joy in his creation surrounds us all the time, but most of the time, we are too busy to notice that it is there.  This morning, our Bible study agreed to pay more attention this week so we might notice where God is bringing us joy and celebration. I wonder where that place might be for you this week.

 

Blessings,

 

Laura


For what does the Lord require of you, but to love justice, and to do kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8 

