Dear Covenant families,

 

When was the last time you got away for a little retreat and renewal?  If the answer does not immediately leap to mind, then it is time for you to take a little break!  I hope you will join your church family during the weekend of March 25-27 for an all church retreat.  Whether you can come for the whole retreat or only for one day, we really want you to join us and take some time to breath deeply and renew.  We are focusing our time on storytelling - Biblical stories, our community's shared stories, and our own individual stories.  We all have stories to tell!  Childcare and children's/youth activities will be provided throughout the weekend so that we can all enjoy a balance of togetherness and time in our own peer groups.  From tales around the campfire to intergenerational storytelling, early morning walks to evening star gazing, periods of rest to times for play, we have planned a weekend of fellowship and renewal and it will not be complete without all of you.

 

I know that life is increasingly hectic for all of us. As you probably know, Chip and I are juggling aging parents, a terminally ill sister, demanding work and three boys going in three different directions. The fact that we have no time to be away, is also the reason we are making the retreat a priority. Our goal is to spend some time laughing, sleeping, reflecting and renewing our souls while our children are having fun in their own activities. Then we will come back together to enjoy the riches inherent in being a busy family of five.

 

Interested in joining us? Here are some logistics:

· We will gather at Meadowkirk Retreat Center in Middleburg on Friday evening for dinner and remain through Sunday worship and lunch.  

· Church of the Covenant has reserved a house that can accommodate all of us and also offers rooms to meet in.  Each family can have its own room. 

· All our meals will be provided - think of a weekend where someone else cooks and cleans up!  

· You can come just for Saturday (or Friday or Sunday) or stay the whole weekend.  

· We will also be arranging either a van or a carpool out to Meadowkirk on Sunday morning for those in our community who choose not to attend the rest of the retreat. There will be no service at Church of the Covenant that day, so even if you cannot come for the rest of the time, I hope you will join us for worship and lunch on Sunday. 

· Registration deadline is March 10, 2011. If you did not pick up a form at church, you can find one on our website: www.covenantchurcharlington.net. 

· Scholarships are available.

As winter softens into spring, come join us for a time of growth and renewal!

 

Blessings,

