Dear Covenant families,
 
A friend of mine sent me a sermon this week that really spoke to him, and I want to share a little of it with you.  The preacher talked a lot about Jesus' model of going apart to pray; about leaning into those lonely places where we come close to God; and about using those times to deepen our relationship with God, thinking not only of how we rely on God but also of how God relies on us.  I really love this idea of the two way street our relationship with God can embody. The idea that we can minister to God might seem presumptuous because we so often think of God only as our creator, redeemer and sustainer. But think how much richness can be found in the idea that we also can minister to God by carrying out his work in the world!
 
Advent is a wonderful time to ponder this friendship with God. As we wait expectantly for the incarnate God to come, we can look for quiet, set apart times when we can come closer to God and perhaps hear that still, small voice that asks for our help in bringing that human God to the world again.  I wonder what role God is asking our community to play this Advent in the coming of the Messiah.  When we teach the advent stories, we tell the children that Christ has come and he is still coming and he will come again.  This mystery can take a lifetime to grasp, but as persons created in the image of our God, surely we can carry out a tiny part of God's plan for justice and mercy and peace.  What can you do this week to minister to God by carrying out his work in your community?
 
Grace and peace,
 
Laura
 

For what does the Lord require of you, but to love justice, and to do kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8

