Dear families,  

I missed being with you this weekend while I traveled with Susan Tarr and Barbara Fleming to West Virginia.  We journeyed out into the mountains to learn more about what our work might be this August when our mission team will spend seven days supporting the flood relief effort and assisting a local church in putting on a vacation bible school.  How different are the many communities that make up our nation.  Sometimes it is not easy to see exactly what it means to be sent by God into a new place - how should we act, what words should we choose, what does God want us to DO?   

Our adventure began when my phone rang half way into the drive and I learned that the pastor we were heading to meet had just handed the keys to the church back to the building supervisor.  Apparently, he had quit!  Well, as you can imagine, we wondered what on earth God was going to do with that circumstance!  Happily, I was traveling with two faithful friends and the three of us  began Monday morning in prayer. We had a little talk with God - "since you sent us to this place, you must have a plan. What do you want us to do?"  God answered us slowly, action by action, as we traveled first to the Head Start center to see how we might volunteer in their classrooms and onward as we began to stop at each church we saw and knock on the doors... Finally, God sent us to a small church on the bend of the river where we found, Junior.  As we talked, it seemed clear that we were on the same page - wanting to help people know God better; to be, ourselves, God's hands and feet in this world; and to follow God's plan for our time in West Virginia.  God was sending us not to DO but to BE - to be in fellowship with another community of faith, to join forces in prayer and planning and loving the community's children who might join us during the vacation Bible school.  Being sent wasn't so hard after all, it just required good listening, patient steps and a willingness to submit to God's plan not our preconceived notion.   

Where is God sending you this week?  Our mission field is all around us.  Who is God sending you to be with?   Every week, I look forward to my next adventure with God.  Just like West Virginia's slogan - it is a wild and wonderful journey. I am so glad to be on with you!   

Blessings and joy!   

Laura     

For what does the Lord require of you, but to love justice, and to do kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8 

