Mar 2, 2010 02:00:29 PM, lmbachmann@verizon.net wrote:
Dear Covenant families,

 

This week, I wrote a short piece for our Covenant Call about loving well.  I admit that I liked it enough that I am sending it along to you as this week's message.  So, when you receive the Covenant Call on Saturday and think you have seen my article somewhere before, remember - you have!

 

What Does it Mean to Love well?
This week in Godly Play, we finally told the story of St. Valentine. The last line goes like this, "we remember Valentine because he loved so well." What a wonderful thing to be remembered for! I wonder what loving well looks like in our day and age? It seems to me that our society promotes mostly the easy, romantic love that accompanies a first crush or the early stages of a new relationship. We do not talk about or strongly support the hard work it takes to love well. I remember when Chip and I went through our mandatory premarital counseling sessions with our priest, one of the things he told us was that love is a decision. It is a choice we make every day. Loving well means smiling and helping when we are weary and fed up, it means supporting our partner even when they cannot support us back, it means not giving up when the going gets tough. It means making sacrifices - sometimes ones we think may be too big for us, but, and here comes the best part, loving well is something God always partners with us to do. Of course, Jesus is the ultimate example of loving well. In the supreme sacrifice he made for us, he created the pathway back to our God - a God who wants us to know him and who wants to know us, a God who pays attention to the small details in our lives, a God who offers grace and love despite our human failings, a God who loves so well. 
I pray you will feel that love yourself this week and that you will be filled with it and can pass it on to those around you.

 

Blessings and joy!

 

Laura

 


For what does the Lord require of you, but to love justice, and to do kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8 

