Feb 2, 2010 03:50:02 PM, lmbachmann@verizon.net wrote:
Dear families,

 

This week, we spent time again with St. Augustine of Hippo. With Augustine, we wondered why as a boy he stole those pears and why we to this day make decisions that are not good for us or for those around us.  Augustine teaches that evil is not unknown to God because God knows everything; it did not defeat God because God is all powerful; it is a defect like a tear on a piece of cloth.  So what do we do?  How do we counter the urge to do wrong?  As you can imagine, we could spend a lifetime on that question - and indeed, Augustine did just that!  How do we seek God's glory and not fall into the trap of making wrong choices while pursuing our own glorification? How do we stay focused in a world where God's values are not always at the top of society's list of most important character traits?

 

Beth preached Sunday on Philippians 2:5 11 "Have this mind among yourselves, which you have in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God as a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." Glory for God is not the same glory we seek in the world.  It is an upside down glory of emptying oneself to serve God's purposes and not our own or the world's.  I wonder what would happen if we each tried in some small way to empty ourselves this week and invited God to fill us with his purposes. Whom might we touch?  Whom might we encourage? Whom might we heal?  Let's try it and find out.

 

Blessings,

 

Laura

 

 


For what does the Lord require of you, but to love justice, and to do kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8 

