Feb 16, 2010 01:58:39 PM, lmbachmann@verizon.net wrote:
Dear friends,

 

This Sunday, as we celebrated St. Valentine's day, Beth wondered aloud with us about what true love looks like.  Our scripture passage for the day was 1 John 3:16: We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives for one another.  But what does it mean to lay down our lives for one another?  We are fortunate indeed to live in a place where people do not routinely lay down their lives for those they love  For many of us, our basic needs are met and we are in fact showered with many other material blessings as well.  So how can we relate to such a passage?  

 

Maybe what we lay down is our own ambitions for success - for power, wealth, perceived importance, fame - all the things that our culture teaches are most vital to a happy, fulfilled life. Perhaps instead, we could focus our energy on loving our neighbors as ourselves.  I don't know about you, but I saw this in action in my own neighborhood this week. Our enforced snow sabbath got everyone outside shoveling driveways, pushing cars, pooling resources and sometimes braving a run to the grocery store with a list of everyone's needs.   I wonder if, for us, laying down our lives looks like putting the other first, slowing our own head long rush to success to meet the human needs of the people around us - many of whom we hardly notice in a routine day. I wonder what would happen if we deliberately spent more time really getting to know the people in our community, learning about their needs, hopes, desires, hurts.  I wonder how that might change our world.  I wonder what would happen if each of us went out of our way this week to speak to someone we would normally hurry past - if we laid down our busy lives just for a short time to really listen to another, to see and to be seen not superficially but deeply as the people God created us to be.  How much more fulfilled and successful might we feel then?  Let's try it and find out.

 

Blessings,

 

Laura

 

 

 

 


For what does the Lord require of you, but to love justice, and to do kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8 

